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NEW CURCULIONIDAE (COLEOPTERA) FROM 
BRITISH COLUMBIA. II. 


ELBERT L. SLEEPER 
Department of Zoology and Entomology, 
The Ohio State University, Columbus 


The following species, new to science, were sent to the author 
for identification by Mr. G. Stace Smith of Creston, British 
Columbia, to whom the author is indebted for type material. 


Ceutorhynchus squamosulus Sleeper, new species 

Male:—Oval, robust; black throughout; very densely clothed with 
coarse prominent white setae and broad, flat, oblong, white scales; the 
white scales on flanks of prothorax and ventral side, a few scattered ones 
on elytra. Rostrum longer than head and pronotum, slender, cylindrical, 
strongly curved, with a sharp, narrow, median carina and two lateral carina 
in basal two-thirds, inferior carina forming upper margin of scrobe; sulci 
between the carinae deeply, finely, and confluently punctured in basal two- 
thirds; apical third smooth, shining and finely punctured; base to insertion 
of antennae densely clothed with setae. Antennal insertion just beyond 
middle, scape attaining eyes; funicle 7-segmented, first segment robust and 
elongate, as long as the third and fourth combined, second elongate, one-half 
longer than third, third and fourth segments subequal. Club oval, robust, 
finely pubescent. Head coarsely, deeply and densely punctured. Eyes flat, 
completely hidden in repose. Prothorax one-fourth wider than long, the 
sides convergent to apex, the basal constriction very feeble; pronotum 
coarsely, deeply, and densely punctured, sparsely clothed with white setae 
which are longer and finer than those on elytra; an entire median channel 
present, much deeper basally and apically. Scutellum small, narrow, linear, 
densely punctured, clothed with a few white scales. Elytra about one-fifth 
longer than wide, the sides feebly arcuate in basal three-fourths, then 
strongly convergent to apex; strial punctures deep, rounded, and close-set, 
each with a recumbent white seta; intervals flat, coarsely and closely punc- 
tured, each puncture with white seta, a few with broad white scales. Ventral 
side densely clothed with white scales; abdominal segments coarsely and 
closely punctured, first abdonminal segment feebly, longitudinally impressed 
at middle, fifth with a large deep transverse fovea which is limited laterally 
by prominent tubercles which are clothed with very fine erect setae; 
pygidium feebly concave, densely clothed with fine, long, erect setae. 
Legs densely clothed with coarse white setae and white scales, thewhite 
scales very few on tibiae, apical third of tibiae clothed with much finer 
and longer setae. Femora armed with an abtuse tooth. Middle and posterior 
tibiae unguiculate. Fourth tarsal segment shorter than second and third 
combined. Claws divergent, armed with a long tooth. Length 3.4 mm., 
width 1.8 mm. 

Female. Differs from the male in that the first abdominal segment is 
convex and not impressed, the fovea is lacking from the fifth segment and 
the rostrum is more slender and smoother. Length 3.5 mm., width 1.9 mm. 
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Holotype, g, Creston, British Columbia, V-13-53, G. Stace 
Smith and allotype 9, Creston, B.C., V-6-53, G. Stace Smith, in 
the author’s collection. Seven paratypes as follows 1g, V-10-54, 
l g, V-12-53 in the author’s collection; 1 g, 1 g, V-10-54, 1 3, 
V-12-54, 1 g, V-16-54, 1 g, V-11-53, in G. Stace Smith collection. 
All material from Creston, B.C., G. Stace Smith collector. Length 
of paratypes 3.2-3.5 mm., width 1.7-1.9 mm. Swept from Thlaspi 


arvedase. 


This species is very close to C. subpubescens LeConte, from 
which it differs in the much coarser and whiter pubescence, and 
the absence of a limiting ridge on the lateral margins of the 
fovea on the fifth abdominal segment. 


Phytobius squamipennis Sleeper, new species 


Male:—Oval, robust; black, with femora and tibiae reddish brown 
annulated with black; densely clothed with brown, and white oblong, flat, 
depressed scales and a few scattered recurved narrow reddish brown setae; 
the white scales in a prominent patch immediately behind scutellum and 
on flanks of prothorax and head, the elytra mottled with white and brown 
scales. Rostrum as long as pronotum, robust, cylindrical, very feebly curved; 
coarsely, deeply, and densely punctured, a few punctures confluent and 
forming short strigae. Antennae inserted at apical third of rostrum; funicle 
6-segmented; first segment robust, elongate, as long as following two com- 
bined; second and third segments subequal, the remainder moniliform. Club 
ovate, robust, and densely pubescent. Head coarsely, deeply and densely 
punctured; a short median carina present in front of apical margin of 
prothorax; front concave, eyes and supra-orbital ridges prominent. Prothorax 
two-thirds wider than long, the sides parallel in basal two-thirds, then 
moderately constricted to apex; pronotum coarsely, closely, and deeply punc- 
tured; median channel entire, deeper basally and apically; lateral and 
apical tubercles very prominent and acute. Scutellum very minute, scarcely 
visible at 90>, denuded, shining. Elytra slightly longer than wide, the sides 
parallel in basal half behind humeri, then evenly rounded to apex; humeri 
rounded; striae deeply impressed, strial punctures rounded, narrowly 
separated, each with a flat scale; intervals convex, with widely separated 
asperites. Ventral stde moderately clothed with white and brown scales. 
Prosternum without any evidence of antecoxal ridges and deeply emarginate. 
Abdominal segments coarsely deeply punctured, 1-4 very sparsely clothed 
with white scales, fifth densely clothed; second abdominal segment deeply 
impressed at middle, the fifth segment with a small, round, smooth spot 
at middle of apical margin; remaining segments convex. Pygidium convex, 
deeply and densely punctured. Femora unarmed. Middle tibiae strongly 
unguiculate, the remainder not unguiculate. Fourth tarsal segment slightly 
longer than second and third combined. Claws simple, divergent. Length 
2.1 mm., width 1.2 mm. 

Female:—The abdominal segments are unmodified and all tibiae are 
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not unguiculate, otherwise not differing from the male. Length 2.25 mm., 
width 1.3 mm. 

Holotype, g, allotype, 9, Creston, Britisn COLUMBIA, 
XI-5-50, G. Stace Smith, in the author’s collection. Seventeen para- 
types as follows: in the author’s collection, 3g g, 3292, same 
data as holotype; in G. Stace Smith Collection, 6g d, 499, same 
data as holotype, 19, Creston, B.C., X-1-44, G. Stace Smith. All 
examples, with the exception of the 1944 specimen, were collected 
“on dry log, Populus.” 

The species will key in Dietz (1896) to P. gracilipes (Dietz). 
It differs from gracilipes in that the scales on the pronotum are 
narrower, the lateral and apical tubercles are much more promi- 
nent, the dorsal channel is entire and deeper, and abdominal 
segments 1—4 are sparsely clothed with scales (in gracilipes all 
segments are evenly clothed with scales). This species differs 
from P. griseus (Blatchley), other than by range, in that the 
rostrum is more robust, the median channel of the pronotum is 
entire and deep, and the vestiture is mottled on the elytra. 

The author has observed that in most examples of Phytobius 
gracilipes (Dietz) all the intervals of the elytra are asperate and 
only a few females have the last ventral abdominal segment with 
a small glabrous space. No males are known. 

When Dietz (1896) defined the genus Pelenomus Thompson 
(North American species under that genus are now considered as 
Phytobius) he stated that only the hind tibiae of the males have 
a small mucro. I have found that the males of all species except 
gracilipes (Dietz) have the middle tibiae strongly unguiculate. 

Blatchley and Leng (1916:457) state that according to Cham- 
pion (1907:151) the claws of the genus Pelenomus (our Phyto- 
bius) have a short acute tooth. Champion mentioned that P. 
cavifrons LeConte has a short acute tooth, All the members of 
the genus with the exception of cavifrons have simple and diver- 
gent claws. P. cavifrons differs greatly in general habitus from 
the other North American members now included in this genus 
and should, perhaps, be separated from them. 


Mecopeltus ventralis Sleeper, new species 
Male:—Oval, robust; black, with antennae dark reddish black, tibiae 
and tarsi reddish brown; moderately clothed with white, gray, black and 
yellowish, robust, flattened and pointed depressed scales and very fine 
depressed reddish setae; the gray scales in part condensed in a feeble 
sutural line. Rostrum much longer than pronotum, cylindrical, very robust 
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and slightly arcuate, very densely and coarsely punctured, many punctures 
confluent, the base clothed with reddish brown setae. Antennae inserted 
near apical third; scrobes rapidly descending, not directed toward eye; 
funicle 6-segmented, first segment elongate and robust, second and third 
shorter, subequal, the remainder moniliform. Club ovate, finely moderately 
pubescent. Head coarsely, deeply, and densely punctured; front deeply 
concave, a spot of white scales at center of depression; eyes and supra- 
orbital ridges very prominent, eyes strongly convex. Prothorax much more 
than one-half wider than long, sides strongly arcuate and convergent, apical 
constriction feeble; lateral and apical tubercles moderately prominent, apical 
margin between tubercles emarginate; pronotum coarsely, deeply and densely 
punctured; median channel present, becoming suddenly deeper apically, 
sparsely clothed with reddish setae, bottom of channel with closely placed 
white scales; flanks densely clothed with white and yellowish scales. 
Scutellum very minute, scarcely visible. Elytra ovate, sides parallel in basal 
half behind humeri, then arcuate to apex; humeri evenly rounded; striae 
deeply impressed with deep rectangular punctures about their length apart; 
intervals convex, moderately asperate, intervals 3, 5, and 7 very strongly 
elevated above others. Ventral side densely clothed with yellowish, brown, 
and white scales; posternum with prominent antecoxal ridges; first and 
second abdominal segments very deeply impressed at middle, second seg- 
ment with a very dense patch of black scales at middle, fifth segment with a 
small, feeble, oval fovea and with a dense patch of fine white setae at middle 
of apical margin; pygidium convex, deeply, densely and coarsely punctured. 
Legs annulated with black, the annulated areas clothed with reddish setae, 
remainder clothed with white scales, except apical half of tibiae which are 
clothed with coarse, intermixed white and black setae. Femora unarmed. 
Middle and posterior tibiae moderately unguiculate. Third tarsal segment 
broadly bilobed; claws simple and strongly divergent. Length 2.5 mm., 
width 1.5 mm. 


Female :—It differs from the male only in the structure of the abdominal 
segments and tibiae. All the abdominal segments are strongly convex and 
without fovea or other modification. Middle and posterior tibiae are not 
unguiculate. Length 2.5 mm., width 1.5 mm. 

Holotype, g, allotype, 9, Creston, BritisH COLUMBIA, 
V-16-53, G. Stace Smith, in the author’s collection. Thirty-six 
paratypes as follows: in the author’s collection, 60 g, 692, same 
data as holotype; 100 g, 799, same data as holotype, Creston, 
B.C., 28g g, V-17-53, 2g g, V-18-53, 1g, V-21-53, 28g, 
VI-5-53, all collected by G. Stace Smith. All examples were col- 


lected in wet moss. 


This species will key in Dietz (1896) to aeneosquamosus Dietz, 
but may be separated easily by the more strongly convex eyes, 
the deeper concavity on the front, and the more strongly arcuate 
pronotal margin between the apical tubercles. The males can be 
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easily separated by the deeply impressed first ventral abdominal 
segment, and the dense patch on the fifth abdominal segment. 
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A NEW PREY RECORD FOR THE GENUS CERCERIS 
(Hymenoptera: Sphecidae) 

The following note is of some significance since, to the author’s 
knowledge, it represents the first record of a tenebrionid beetle 
taken as prey by a member of the tribe Cercerini. In the United 
States, known prey records for this tribe include members of the 
families Curculionidae, Chrysomelidae and Buprestidae. Some 
European species of Cerceris are known to provision their nests 
with solitary bees. 

On June 23, 1956, at Mecca, Riverside County, California, 
the author observed a single female Cerceris athene Banks (det. 
H. A. Scullen) transporting a tenebrionid beetle in flight. The 
wasp was flying over a sandy waste area adjacent to an irrigated 
melon field. It settled near an open hole in the rather moist sand 
and was about to enter when captured. The beetle, susequently 
identified as Eurymetopon rufipes Eschscholtz (det. T. J. Spilman), 
was clasped closely to the wasp’s underbody, venter up and head 
directed anteriorly. It appeared to be completely paralyzed, the 
antennae and legs showing no movement when touched. The 
burrow of the wasp was excavated but no other prey were found. 
An extensive stand of Heliotropium curassavicum L. was in bloom 
nearby, but no adult wasps were found on the flowers. However, 
a short distance away, on August 15, 1956, a series of about 40 
specimens was taken on flowers of Croton californica Mull. A few 
individuals were collected at Thermal, Riverside County, on flowers 
of Melilotus alba Desr. in early July and a single specimen from 
Blythe, Riverside County, in the collection of the California Insect 
Survey bears the label “Tamarix gallica.”—M. S. Waspaver, 
University of California, Berkeley. 


